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Your Excellency Foreign Minister Pranab Mukherjee,
Excellencies,

Distinguished guests,

As dean of the faculty of political science at Chulalongkorn University, I would like to say on behalf of colleagues and students that we are deeply honoured by the Foreign Minister’s presence and his choice of our campus as the venue for today’s talk. I also would like to convey a warm welcome to the Minister from the university’s president, Professor Suchada Kiranant, who cannot be here today due to an overseas trip that could not be postponed.

It is common knowledge these days that India is a rising power that is shaping and reshaping the landscape of Asia and that of the global stage more broadly. Your speech is timely. There is much to look for in India’s “Look East Policy.” At our faculty we are in the process of expanding our curriculum in international relations and comparative politics to accommodate and more properly reflect India’s growing weight in regional and international affairs. Your talk will help lay the groundwork in our efforts.
I would now like to pass the microphone to Dr Thitinan of the Institute of Security and International Studies, which is co-hosting this event with your embassy in Bangkok.
Minister, please know that you are welcome to come back here anytime you like, to give as many speeches as you want, and on any topic of your choosing. 

I also need to apologise profusely to you for not being able to remain for the duration of your talk.
Thailand is a fun place, as you may have heard. But this means there are too many official and unofficial holidays for students. My postgraduate course is well behind schedule, and that is where I should be headed next.
My best wishes for your speech and for other engagements during your stay in our country – my goodwill for India and its growing relations with Thailand – and my gratitude to you for being with us today.  Thank you.
